HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

always precedes the birth of real Mythology.    Comparative
philology and comparative mythology always go hand in hand ;
and as the language of the Vedas has proved to be the great
critical instrument for the construction of the science of Philo-
logy, so the simple hymns of the Vedas, pregnant with rudi-
mentary myths, furnish many clues for unravelling the science
of Mythology.     For   where the   etymology   of a   mythic
name or term yields a distinct meaning, the origin of the
myth is not far to seek.   The Vedic hymns moreover have
preserved the myths in their primitive forms and so said Max
Muller, "nowhere is the wide distance which separates the
ancient poems of India from the most ancient literature of
Greece more clearly felt than when we compare the growing
myths of the Vedas with the full grown and decayed myths on
which the poetry 'of Homer is founded.    The Veda is the real
Theogony of the Aryan races, while that of Hesiod is a distorted
caricature of the original image." The most ancient hymns of
the Rig Veda are the basis upon which comparative mythology
rests, and they have already supplied the means of unfolding the
real source and signification of several Greek and Zoroastrian
myths.   Take   for   example,   the   Vedic   god   Deva.    The
collective appellation of the Vedic gods is Devas, and this
name has passed into most of the Indo-European languages ;
for corresponding to the Sanskrit Deva is the Latin deus,
Greek  theos^ Lithunian  dewas,  Lettish  dews, Old Prussian
diews, Irish dm, Cornish duy. Among the Germanic races, the
word Dev& survives only in the Norse plural tivar^ gods ; and
among those of the Slav stock, the Servians alone preserve a
trace of it in the word dtiev, giant.    The daevas of the Medes
and Persians, were in early times degraded from the ranks
of gods to that of demons by a religious revolution,    Hence it
appears, that certain gods were common to all the  Indo-
Europeans before their dispersion and the greatest of those

808